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"I want the degree that is recognized by the international 
standard and quality assurance." by one participant

An ambition — a degree that means something beyond their region — runs up against a system that was 
never built for it. 

The role of ethnic institutions in reshaping an inclusive 
and equitable higher education in Myanmar after the coup



Higher education in Myanmar

State-Centered Higher Education

• Established Rangoon 
University under British 
colonial rule in 1878

• 1948: independence —
HE passes to state 
administration

• Ne Win government 

implemented the Burma 

University Education Law 

centralized  and 

nationalized higher 

education.

• Burmese became LOI, while 

curricula reflected a nation-

building agenda.

• Tight control fuels the 1988 

uprising

1878–1948 1962–1988 1988–2011 2011–2021

• 3-year closure; SLORC/SPDC 
control follows

• 32 → 156 institutions, 13 

ministries; relocated

• Ranked 138/140 globally for 

HE (Schwab, 2015)

• NNER formed; EPIC 
established; 2014 NEL 
passed

• NESP (2016–21): 

governance, teaching, 

equity

• Equity and access are not 

top priority

“ Access to HE has historically been limited in rural and ethnic communities due to ongoing conflicts and socioeconomic factors” (Proserpio, 2022; Brown, 2024).



Higher education in Myanmar

• Since the 1950s, ethnic communities developed their own education systems to 

preserve language, culture, and local histories.

• Major provider 

• Karen Education Department (KED/KNU) (1950)

• Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) (1961)

• Mon National Education Committee (MNEC) (1992)

• Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) (2002)

• Most adopted Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual Education (MTB-MLE)

approaches.

Pre-coup, 

• A few IEAO higher education initiatives mostly focus on  Teachers- education 

programs, and other skills build-up program

Emergence of Ethnic Education Systems Regions HE institutions exist



Research Problem & Questions

• Previous Studies focus on HE in general , Higher 

education transitions, Challenges and reforms, 

Alternative learning pathways

• Limited attention has been given to the role of 

ethnic higher education institutions

To explore how ethnic higher education institutions  have adapted 

their curriculum, pedagogy, and technology use to maintain and 

expand equitable educational access for youth after the coup.

Research Questions

• RQ1: How have ethnic higher education institutions adapted to 

expand educational access for youth following the 2021 military 

coup?

• RQ2: What are educators' perspectives on curriculum, pedagogy, 

and technology in creating inclusive education within these 

institutions?

Aims
Why This Study?



METHODOLOGY

RESEARCH DESIGN

• Qualitative case study approach
• Guided by equity and human rights frameworks

• Semi-structured interviews guided by a structured protocol 
(Bernard, 2018)

• Conducted individually via Zoom, 35-50 minutes each
• Audio-recorded with prior informed consent

DATA COLLECTION

PARTICIPANTS

• Currently working in ethnic higher education institutions
• 4 ( completed at the time of presentation)
• 10 ( Lecturers and administrators) (targeted)

Positionality 

• Researchers  (ethnic minorities)
• Have experience in working with Ethnic Institutions

METHODOLOGY FLOW

EQUITY & HUMAN
RIGHTS FRAMEWORK

QUALITATIVE CASE
STUDY DESIGN

SEMI-STRUCTURED
INTERVIEWS

LECTURERS &
ADMINISTRATORS

ZOOM INTERVIEWS
(35-50 minutes)

AUDIO RECORDING &
TRANSCRIPTION

THEMATIC ANALYSIS

CURRICULUM PEDAGOGY TECHNOLOGY USE EDUCATIONAL ACCESS
& INCLUSION

DATA ANALYSIS

• Thematic analysis to identify patterns and key themes
• Focus on curriculum, pedagogy, technology use, and inclusive 

educational access



Pursuit of Recognized HE

• Attempt to fill in the gap to provide access to HE to the youth in the region & to develop human resources 

needed in the region 

• Expanded to diploma, associate, bachelor's, and master's programs from informal training and skill-building 

programs

International Recognition Matters
• Participants emphasized quality assurance and international recognition.

• Credentials were viewed as alternatives to military-controlled higher education institutions.

Barrier to Access
• Security concerns influenced planning, teaching, student mobility, and program delivery.
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Initial Findings 1 –Access to Higher Education after 
the coup



Initial Findings: Curriculum & Pedagogy 

Multilingual Curriculum Design
• Local languages used as languages of instruction.

• Local dialects are allowed to use

• Freshman local language courses offered in some institutions.

Locally Relevant Knowledge
• Use examples and project that reflect local knowledge and 

culture 

• Contrast with centralized SAC curriculum.
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Learner-Centered Aspirations
• Differentiated support

• Guest speakers and community engagement



Initial Findings: Technology Expands Access, But Infrastructure 
Shapes Its Effectiveness

Digital platforms enabled remote &  Hyflex learning,

• Use different platforms and tools for different purposes: lectures, assessment, material, discussion, 
communication 

• different platforms and tools :Telegram, Google Classroom, Google Forms, Moodle, Canvas, Zoom

Mobile phones became the primary learning device for many students.

Challenges

Internet shutdowns and restricted connectivity

Limited access hours and unstable networks

Teachers often reverted to more teacher-centered approaches.

Reliance on "focal persons" to distribute materials and support connectivity
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Beyond Access to Meaningful Access

• not only access to higher education but also access to recognized and quality-assured qualifications.
• positioning themselves as legitimate alternatives to state-controlled higher education.

Inclusive Education through Localization
• culturally relevant learning (local languages, local knowledge, and context-responsive curricula)

Access and Equity is Shaped by Context

• Security conditions
• Infrastructure Limitations

Thank you  — Q&A

Implications and discussion 

Sustained support is essential

• Collaboration across institutions 

• Reliable, long-term funding 

• Stronger digital infrastructure
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