L I V I N G W I T H M YA N M A R
M YA N M A R U P D AT E 2 0 1 9
15-16 MARCH

ANU College of
Asia & the Pacific

SPONSORED BY

WELCOME FROM THE DEAN

It is with great pleasure I welcome all participants to the
2019 Myanmar Update “Living with Myanmar”.
The theme of ‘Living with Myanmar’ focusses on issues that have arisen since the 2015
elections. Since then the country has experienced significant transformation, and it is
now timely to reflect on progress made and roadblocks to change. I am delighted to
welcome the conference keynote speaker, Al Haj U Aye Lwin, Chief Convenor for the
Islamic Centre of Myanmar and a co-founder of Religions for Peace, Myanmar. His
insights will no doubt contribute greatly to discussions.
The College of Asia and the Pacific has been supporting this event since it was first held
in 1999. The Myanmar Update is now a fixture on the ANU calendar and has developed
an international reputation for delivering informed and current analysis of contemporary
issues facing Myanmar with a strong focus on political, economic and social concerns.
With such a longstanding commitment to Myanmar, ANU academics have established
strong links with their Myanmar counterparts. We have a strengthening relationship with
our colleagues at the University of Yangon and students and staff have enjoyed positive
exchange experiences. We have a growing number of ANU Alumni who have returned
to Myanmar and our inter-country networks are continually expanding. As well as the
College’s Schools and Centres having widespread engagement with Myanmar studies
across a range of disciplines, the Myanmar Research Centre’s activities have expanded
across the ANU and we are now involved in research across fields as diverse as law,
policy, development, governance, physics, archaeology, geology and demography.
The ANU College of Asia and the Pacific hosts the largest number of regional experts
and programs in the English-speaking world specialising in the region. Our library
resources in these fields are exceptional. We endeavour to continually add to our depth
of understanding and knowledge of the region and deliver graduates who will contribute
to the region’s development.
I thank the convenors of the Myanmar Update and the many staff and students who
have helped organise the conference. I also thank the conference speakers and
participants and encourage everyone to forge connections that will further enhance
our knowledge and understanding of Myanmar.

Professor Michael Wesley
Dean, ANU College of Asia and the Pacific
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CONVENOR’S FOREWORD

Welcome to the 2019 ANU
Myanmar Update
The Myanmar Update is the only politically and economically
focussed Myanmar conference in the world, and has consistently
produced high quality publications since the 1990s.
The 2019 Myanmar Update theme of ‘Living With Myanmar’ is a
response to the challenges that people in Myanmar continue to
face in living with the legacies of sixty years of military rule. The
formation of a government in March 2016 led by Aung San Suu
Kyi’s National League for Democracy was a crucially important
milestone in the country’s political system. The NLD government
has since announced various policy initiatives for sustainable and
inclusive development. Yet conflict persists, issues of citizenship
and belonging remain vexed and the everyday struggles faced
by many people continue. Since the last conference in 2017,
Myanmar’s restive borderlands have been the site of brutal
military campaigns which have displaced more than a million
people internally or across borders.
The papers selected for the conference probe the contradictions
and ambiguities of ‘Living with Myanmar’ in this complicated
context. Factors hindering reforms receive a special focus, as
do areas where fairer and more democratic outcomes could be
achieved in the coming years. We are especially excited to see the
multitude of young scholars from Myanmar presenting, and look
forward to hearing their unique perspectives in the coming days.

College of Asia and the Pacific, the International Development
Research Centre (IDRC), The Australian Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and the United Nations Development
Programme (Myanmar).
We also thank the many volunteers who have assisted with
the conference, especially from the ANU Myanmar Student
Association, and across ANU’s Myanmar Research Centre
community. Alex Burchmore and Yanhong Ouyang have
provided extraordinary administrative support and we are
grateful for their help.
Thank you all for joining us and we warmly welcome you to the
2019 Myanmar Update.
Regards,
Charlotte Galloway, Director, Myanmar Research Centre, ANU
Nick Cheesman, Fellow, Department of Political and Social Change, ANU
Yuri Takahashi, School of Culture, History and Language, ANU
Justine Chambers, Associate-Director, Myanmar Research Centre, ANU
Gerard McCarthy, Associate-Director, Myanmar Research Centre, ANU

The Myanmar Update has always endeavoured to make
developments in Myanmar accessible to all, and this year is no
exception. We are delighted that a special exhibition of Burmese
contemporary painting is being held at the ANU School of Art
and Design Gallery to coincide with the conference.
International conferences such as the Myanmar Update
require tremendous collective effort and we are especially
thankful for the financial and institutional support of the ANU

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Al Haj U Aye Lwin, Chief Convener for the Islamic Centre
of Myanmar
Al Haj U Aye Lwin is the Chief Convener for the Islamic Centre of Myanmar and is a
founding member of Religions for Peace, Myanmar. He is also the Treasurer of the
Management Committee of the Bahadur Shah Mausoleum, and was a member of
the Advisory Commission on Rakhine state, chaired by the late Kofi Annan. He has
a long-running interest in Sufi traditions and serves as a Kalifa, or spiritual guide, in
the Qadariya Aarliya Sufi order. He has authored and translated dozens of books
on Islam and comparative religion and presented papers at seminars nationally and
internationally. He is deeply involved in peacebuilding and conflict transformation in
his native Myanmar. An educator by profession, Al Haj U Aye Lwin teaches physical
education and serves as the Counsellor and Director on the Board of Management at
the Diplomatic School in Yangon.
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M YA N M A R R E S E A R C H C E N T R E

The Australian National University is home to one of the largest concentrations of
Myanmar specialists in the world. ANU has played a central role in regional debate about
political, social and economic change and reform in Myanmar/Burma.
The ANU Myanmar Research Centre was launched in 2015.
Since then, the Centre has served as the university’s academic
hub for Myanmar activities. The Centre provides a flexible and
inclusive structure to maintain its activities, build relationships
with our Myanmar partners, and create new opportunities for
ANU staff and students.
Currently, the Myanmar Research Centre:
>> provides a central online showcase of ANU-Myanmar activities
>> facilitates communication among ANU scholars working
on Myanmar

Political Economy of Myanmar Study tour ASIA2090
This ground-breaking course sent the first group of
undergraduate ANU students to Myanmar in 2015 and is being
offered as part of the Australian Government’s New Colombo
Plan grants initiative. This study tour course provides students
with an introduction to contemporary social, political and
economic transformations in Myanmar.

Asian Art In-Country (Myanmar): ARTH2104
ARTH6104

>> coordinates research grant applications

First run in 2015, this course gives undergraduate and
postgraduate students the opportunity to experience and
study Myanmar’s rich history and contemporary life through its
visual culture.

>> consolidates relevant Myanmar activities under one
over-arching umbrella

Burmese language courses

>> supports academic interaction with Myanmar-related visitors
to ANU

Partnership with the University
of Yangon
ANU has a special relationship with the University of Yangon,
Myanmar’s oldest university. Through a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) first signed in 2003 and renewed in
2013 we have been active in establishing exchange programs
for students and staff and developing collaborative research
opportunities across a wide range of disciplines.

Courses on Myanmar
(undergraduate and post-graduate):
ANU offers a number of courses on Myanmar. To check
more information for each course, please visit:
programsandcourses.anu.edu.au.
>> ASIA2039 ASIA6039 Burma/Myanmar – a country in crisis
>> LAWS4301 LAWS6301 Myanmar Law Clinic
In-country study tours
>> ASIA3014 ASIA6114 Study Tour: Southeast Asian Frontiers –
Thailand and Burma/Myanmar
>> ASIA2090 Study Tour: The Political Economy of Myanmar
>> ARTH2104 ARTH6014 Asian Art In-country (Myanmar)

Responding to recent dynamic transitions within Myanmar and
with the growing international interest in learning their language,
ANU established a Burmese course in 2016 and now offers a fourlevel program as a minor degree. This course will equip students
not only with a skill of spoken Burmese, but also give a solid
foundation in the basics of literary style through reading authentic
Burmese materials, in order to support their future research.
From 2019 the courses are delivered in an online format, making
Burmese language learning accessible Australia-wide.
The lecturer Dr Yuri Takahashi, has a long experience in language
education and is a widely acknowledged specialist on Burmese
literature, music and modern intellectual history, recently
completing research on this area for her PhD at the University
of Sydney.

ANU Myanmar Students’ Association
(ANUMSA)
ANU has been training students from Myanmar for more
than 50 years and we currently have about 30 students
from Myanmar studying diplomacy, international relations,
environmental management, public policy, political science,
economics and public health. The ANU Myanmar Students’
Association (ANUMSA) was formed in early 2015. It is made
up of students from Myanmar and students with a research
interest in Myanmar. Its aim is to bring together Myanmar
related students across the campus in order to support each
other and promote research activity on Myanmar. ANUMSA
regularly holds lunchtime seminars and other academic and
social events to support Myanmar studies.
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G E N E R A L I N F O R M AT I O N

Parking

ANU Menzies Library

On–campus pay parking is from 8am to 5pm, Monday to Friday.
On–campus parking is free on Saturday. For further information
on parking options please see: services.anu.edu.au/campusenvironment/transport-parking/parking-options-on-acton-campus

The RG Menzies Library is the hub of the ANU Library’s
Asia Pacific focused services. The Library’s comprehensive
collection of Asian scholarly materials is utilised by ANU
staff and students and academics throughout Australia and
the world.

The map below indicates the two closest car parking areas to
the Auditorium (China in the World Lecture Theatre).

The ANU Library holds approximately 5,000 volumes in the
Myanmar collections on a variety of scholarly publications
including books, journals, official documents and much more.
The strengths of this collection are in language; literature;
history; politics; Buddhism; architecture, and archaeology; and
continues to expand in social sciences. This rapidly growing
collection supports the teaching and research needs of
Myanmar studies.

Visit National Library of Australia
National Library of Australia

Displays during the Update
The following book displays will be in the foyer of the Auditorium
for the duration of the Update.

Mote Oo Education
Mote Oo Education is a Myanmar-based provider of textbooks,
resources and training for Myanmar teachers and adult learners.
Many of the schools and education programs they work with are
in Myanmar border areas - camp-based and migrant education
in Thailand, post-secondary bridging and leadership programs.

The Burmese Collection at the National Library of Australia
holds thousands of books, journals, newspapers and microfilm
holdings in Burmese language, with diverse coverage spanning
back to the 1870s. These holdings include works on law,
government, history, ethnography, language and religion;
special holding include the books, papers and photographs of
Professor G. H. Luce. The Library is actively building its Burmese
collection, reflecting the growing interest in, and increasing
significance of, Burmese studies.
Contact: Jane Hodgins (Mainland Southeast Asian Unit)
E: mainlandsea@nla.gov.au

Stay in touch
Like us on our Facebook page facebook.com/ANUMRC

Head Office (Myanmar)
105-A, Yadanar Myaing street, Yadanar Myaing housing
(opposite of Gamone Pwint, San Yake Nyain), Ward No. 1,
Kamayut Township, Yangon
W moteoo.org/en
E moteooeducation@gmail.com
T +95 93 194 8726

WiFi
While on ANU campus, speakers and delegates can
connect to wifi using the following details. Please note,
username and password is case sensitive:
Network name:
ANU-Secure
Guest Username: Myanmar
Guest Password: update2019
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SPECIAL EVENTS

Pre-conference reception
and art exhibition

Book launch
Friday, 15 March, 12.30−1.30pm

The Constitution of Myanmar
(Hart Publishing, 2019)

Melissa Crouch,
University of New South Wales, Sydney

The ANU Myanmar Research Centre would like to invite
presenters, moderators and the Myanmar Update conference
registrants to the pre-conference reception and an exhibition of
contemporary paintings from Myanmar. The exhibition is curated
by Dr Charlotte Galloway and Nicholas Coppel.
Date/time: Thursday 14 March, 5.30–7pm
Venue: ANU School of Art and Design Gallery
For catering purpose, please register at the registration link
provided by invitation.
More information can be found at soad.cass.anu.edu.au/events/
pictures-transition-contemporary-paintings-myanmar

Conference dinner
The ANU Myanmar Research Centre
would like to invite you to the 2019
Myanmar Update Conference Dinner:

This seminar will launch the book
The Constitution of Myanmar. Nick
Cheesman and Björn Dressel from ANU
will offer comments on the book followed
by comments from the author, Melissa
Crouch from the University of New South Wales.
This timely and accessible book is the first to provide a thorough
analysis of the 2008 Constitution of Myanmar in its historical,
political and social context. The book offers an in-depth
exploration of the key elements of the 2008 Constitution in theory
and practice. The book identifies and articulates the principles
of the Constitution through an analysis of legal and political
processes since the 1990s. It highlights critical constitutional
contestations that have taken place over fundamental ideas such
as democracy, federalism, executive-legislative relations, judicial
independence and the role of the Tatmadaw (armed forces).

Library tour - Myanmar collections
by Nithiwadee Chitravas, ANU

Date/time: Friday 15 March, 7.30−10pm
Venue: Great Hall, University House, ANU

Come and explore the Myanmar
collections, which make up part of the
Asia Pacific resources available at the
ANU Library.

Guests will also be entertained by
a cultural performance by the ANU
Myanmar Students’ Association.

Join us for an insight into the collections
as well as an overview of the resources
available in the RG Menzies Library.
Date/time: Friday 14 March
12.45−1.30pm Venue: Menzies
Library foyer

Conference dinner - please note
>> 2019 Myanmar Update presenters and moderators are not
required to pay for their ticket to the Conference Dinner but
must register with yanhong.ouyang@anu.edu.au.
>> Cash payment at the door is not available, and all tickets
must be purchased through our Eventbrite page. Please
bring your ticket to the Conference Dinner.

>> Beverages are included for the first hour of the dinner
only and can be purchased thereafter.
>> Please email any specific dietary requirements to
yanhong.ouyang@anu.edu.au by COB Friday 8 March
See the 2019 Myanmar Update website for additional
information and to book your ticket.

>> Numbers are strictly limited, please purchase a ticket
to secure your place at the 2019 Myanmar Update
Conference Dinner.

Myanmar update 2019
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L A N G U A G E L E A R N I N G PA N E L

Let’s Taste Burmese Language
Hosted by Yuri Takahashi (Lecturer, Burmese course, ANU)
Date/Time: Thursday 14 March 4−5pm
Venue: McDonald Room, Menzies Library, Building 2,
McDonald Pl, ANU
Burmese is the official language of Myanmar and is used as
the main lingua-franca in the country, as well as in Burmese
communities worldwide. Based on the university’s long-term
friendship, in 2016 ANU established the Burmese course,
consisting of four language levels which offers a minor
degree. This course will equip students not only with a skill of
spoken Burmese, but also give a solid foundation of reading
skills, in order to support their future research. The lecturer
Dr. Yuri Takahashi, has a long experience in language education
and is a widely acknowledged specialist on Burmese literature,
music and modern intellectual history. Would you like to say
‘hello’ in Burmese? Do you wish to know more about Burmese
language? Then join this language tasting session.

Students of ANU Burmese Program and their friends.
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ANU anthropology PhD candidate, Dinith Adikari (left), and Burmese program
convenor, Dr Yuri Takahashi, take part in a bilingual storytelling activity at the
Canberra Moon Festival on 26 September 2018.

PROGRAM

Thursday 14 March 2019
5.30−7pm

Pre-conference reception and art exhibition
Venue: School of Art and Design Gallery, ANU
Participants: Speakers, moderators and conference registrants.

Day 1 - Friday 15 March 2019
9−9.30am

Welcome address by ANU Provost Professor Mike Calford, and Associate Dean of the ANU College of
Asia and the Pacific, Dr Nicholas Farrelly
Venue: Auditorium, China in the World Building 188, Fellows Lane, ANU

9.30−10.30am

Keynote address by Al Haj U Aye Lwin, Chief Convenor for the Islamic Centre of Myanmar
Chair: Morten Pedersen, University of New South Wales Canberra (Australian Defence Force Academy)

10.30−11am

Morning tea
Venue: Foyer of the Auditorium

11am−12.30pm

Economic and political updates
Economic update – Sean Turnell, Special Economic Consultant to Myanmar’s State Counsellor, Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi and Ikuko Okamoto, Toyo University, Japan
Political update – Jacques Bertrand, University of Toronto, Munk School of Global Affairs and Public Policy,
and Marie Lall, University College London , Institute of Education
Chair: Ambassador of Canada to Myanmar, HE Karen MacArthur

12.30−1.30pm

Lunch
Venue: Foyer of the Auditorium

12.30−1.30pm

Book launch: The Constitution of Myanmar
by Mellissa Crouch, University of New South Wales, panel discussion – Nick Cheesman and Björn Dressel, ANU
Venue: Seminar Rooms A&B, China in the World Building 188, ANU

12.45−1.30pm

Library tour - Myanmar collections
by Nithiwadee Chitravas, ANU
Venue: Menzies Library, ANU

1.30−2.45pm

Politics panel
Venue: Auditorium
Panel chair: Paul Kenny, ANU
> Parliamentary life under the NLD
Renaud Egreteau, City University of Hong Kong
> People power or political pressure? Drivers of representative performance in southern sub-national
parliaments, Myanmar
Nyein Thiri Swe, and Zaw Min Oo, Enlightened Myanmar Research Foundation
> Do people really want ethnic federalism anymore? What contemporary deliberations tell us about the
role of ethnic identity in federalism in Myanmar
Michael Breen, The University of Melbourne
> The threat of new large-scale land confiscated for the broken model of development in Myanmar: an
analysis of Vacant, Fallow, Virgin Management Law
Khin Htet Wai, Namati International

Myanmar update 2019
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PROGRAM

1.30−2.45pm

Economics panel
Venue: Seminar Rooms A&B
Panel chair: Peter Batchelor, UNDP
> Poverty and inequality within rural and urban areas of Myanmar: 2005 to 2015
Peter Warr, ANU
> Tax incentives and Foreign Direct Investment in Myanmar
Mai Betty, ANU
> Ten years of freshwater fisheries governance reform in Myanmar (2008-2018)
Yin Nyein, Rick Gregory, and Aung Kyaw Thein, Network Activities Group, Myanmar

2.45−3.15pm

Afternoon tea
Venue: Foyer of the Auditorium

3.15−4.30pm

Open panel: presented in Burmese language
Venue: Seminar Rooms A&B
Panel chair: Representative of ANUMSA
> Trust deficit in building social capital under the NLD rule
Lwin Cho Latt, University of Yangon
> Social media’s impact on Myanmar Muslims?
Soe Yar Zar, and John Henderson, American Friends Service Committee (AFSC)
> Turning battlefields into zoos: Myanmar cinema and minority representation in two eras
Jane Ferguson, ANU
> Trend analysis of Myanmar peace process
Saw Chit Thet Tun, freelance consultant/researcher

3.15−4.30pm

Norms and knowledge
Venue: Auditorium
Panel chair: Lennon Chang, Monash University
>B
 uilding a knowledge society through evolving library education in Myanmar
Roxanne Missingham, ANU, and Mary Carrollis, Charles Sturt University
>C
 hanging norms around sexual harassment against women and girls in Myanmar: women’s
movements and the era of #MeToo?
Aye Thiri Kyaw, independent researcher, Myanmar, and Stephanie Miedema, Emory University, Atlanta, GA
> The winding path to gender equality in Myanmar: how institutions, interests and ideas influence the ongoing
implementation of the Government of Myanmar’s National Strategic Plan for the Advancement of Women
Khin Khin Mra, and Deborah Livingstone, Myanmar Centre for Good Governance
> Building science communication/education capacity in Myanmar: the Science Circus Myanmar project
Graham Walker, ANU

4.30−5.45pm

Justice
Venue: Auditorium
Panel chair: Susan Banki, The University of Sydney
> No living with Myanmar? Pathways to justice for the Rohingya
Susan Harris Rimmer, Griffith University
> Access to remedies: Thai outbound investments and human rights violations in Tanintharyi region, Myanmar
Wora Suk, EarthRights International (Asia office)
> Carceral legacies: on prisons, punishment and politics in Myanmar
Andrew Jefferson, DIGNITY - Danish Institute Against Torture
> Still searching for justice in the law: Lived realities of injustice in Myanmar
Caitlin Reiger, and Zaw Myat Lin, British Council

7.30−10pm

Conference dinner
Cultural Show by the ANU Myanmar Students’ Association Venue: University House, 1 Balmain Cres, ANU

8

ANU College of Asia & the Pacific

Day 2 - Saturday 16 March 2019
9−10.30am

Living with the city
Venue: Auditorium
Panel chair: Jayde Roberts, University of New South Wales
> Blinded like a state: urban sanitation, improvement and high modernism in contemporary Myanmar
Jérémie Sanchez, University of Lausanne
> The importance of public participation in solid waste management: a case study of Mandalay City, Myanmar
San Myint Yi, Yadanabon University
> Gray markets on the margins: resettlement and land tenure security in peri-urban Mandalay
Francesca Chiu, University of East Anglia, and University of Copenhagen
> The slum in Yangon: inequality, urbanisation and change
Anuk Pitukthanin, Mekong Studies Center, Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University

9−10.30am

Living on the borders
Venue: Seminar Rooms A&B
Panel chair: Joseph Rickson, Western Sydney University
> The tactics of in-/visibility: A dual life of displaced Shan along the Thai-Myanmar border
Wen-Ching Ting, National University of Singapore
> China’s role in Myanmar’s peace process
Chiraag Roy, Deakin University
> Rohingya mass exodus: who should pay compensation and how much?
Christine Jubb, Mohshin Habib, Salahuddin Ahmad, and Sultana Razia, Swinburne University of Technology
> Precarious humanitarianism: geoeconomic hope and geopolitical fear in Myanmar’s borderlands
Tani Sebro, Miami University

10.30−11am

Morning tea
Venue: Foyer of the Auditorium

11am−12.30pm

Administering inclusion and exclusion
Venue: Auditorium
Panel chair: Nick Cheesman, ANU
> Women’s rights to citizenship documentation
Aye Lei Tun, Enlightened Myanmar Research Foundation (EMReF)
> The ambiguities of citizenship status in Myanmar and the implications of this lack of clarity
Peggy Brett, Center for Diversity and National Harmony
> Citizenship and identity
Myo Win, Smile Education and Development Foundation
> Living with prison: Exploring prisoners’ contact with the outside world in Myanmar
Kyaw Lin Naing, Than Htaik, Nwe Ni Aung, and Aung Lin Oo, Justice for All Law Firm

12.30−1.30pm

Lunch
Venue: Foyer of the Auditorium

Myanmar update 2019
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1.30−3pm

Living with Myanmar in Japan
Panel chair: Yuri Takahashi, ANU
Venue: Auditorium
> The history and current situation of Bamar Muslims: the difference in ethnic consciousness between
Bamar Muslims and Buddhist majority
Ayako Saito, Sophia University, Japan
> A disappearing community? Brief history of the Anglo-Burmese and their situation after independence
of Burma/Myanmar
Kei Nemoto, Sophia University, Japan
> How did the term ‘Dawkalu’ come to be used? A historical consideration of proclamation of ethnicity
by Karen intellectuals in the 1880s
Hitomi Fujimura, Sophia University, Japan

3−3.30pm

Afternoon tea
Venue: Foyer of the Auditorium

3.30−5pm

Trust
Venue: Auditorium
Panel chair: Gerard McCarthy, ANU
> Doubt and trust: crafting village headship in central Myanmar
Stéphen Huard, University of East Anglia
> Political trust in fragile and conflict-affected areas of Myanmar: implications for good governance
and peace-building
Aung Myo Min, Oxfam in Myanmar
> Informal strategies of Yangonites living with Myanmar: everyday uncertainty in access to property
Gillian Cornish, University of Queensland, and Elizabeth Rhoads, King’s College London
> An update of local government in Myanmar in 2018: decentralization at the lowest level
Htet Min Lwin, Forum of Federation

5−5.15pm

Closing remarks
Venue: Auditorium

Please note
Free of charge

Fees for participants

>> Pre-conference reception for speakers, moderators and
conference participants (14 March 2019)

>> $75 for Conference Dinner (15 March 2019)

>> Morning tea and afternoon tea (15-16 March 2019)
>> Lunch for speakers, moderators (15-16 March 2019)
>> Conference Dinner for speakers, moderators and invited
guests (15 March 2019)
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>> Lunch costs (15-16 March 2019)

SPEAKERS' BIOGRAPHIES

Aung Myo Min is a Research
Coordinator for the Oxfam International
research program Action for
Empowerment and Accountability (A4EA),
working in Myanmar. Previously, he was a
team leader of the Labor Market Reform
project at the Centre of Economic and
Social Development (CESD), where his
research and analysis focused on labour
migration, social security and labour laws. He holds a BA in
Law from Dagon University, Yangon, and MA in Social Science
(Sustainable Development) from Chiang Mai University, Thailand,
with a full scholarship. He’s currently studying for an MA in
Applied Statistics at Yangon University of Economics.

Aye Lei Tun holds an MA in Gender,
Human Rights and Conflict Studies from
the International Institute of Social Studies
in The Hague. She has a background
in journalism (with The Myanmar Times,
and as Editor of the Light of Mandalay
Journal), and media and communications
(for the UN Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC), UN Development Programme
(UNDP), Oxfam and Myanmar Food Security Working Group
(FSWG)). Her most recent role is Gender Program Manager
at the Enlightened Myanmar Research Foundation. She is a
published author under the pen names Myat Shu, Thawda Thit
and Thawda Aye Lei.

Aye Thiri Kyaw is a writer, researcher
and activist who actively contributes
to public debates on sexual violence,
domestic violence and abuse in Myanmar.
Her publications have appeared in
Gender & Society, New Mandala, Tea
Circle Oxford and The Irrawaddy. Her
research focuses on gender, women’s
health, and violence against women.
She began her research career in 2012, when she examined
experiences of domestic violence among the Myanmar migrant
community along the Thailand-Myanmar border. She worked as
a researcher for many years with the Gender Equality Network
(GEN), a leading women’s rights organization in Myanmar.

Stephanie Miedema is a doctoral
candidate in the Department of Sociology
at Emory University, Atlanta, GA. Her
academic research focuses on stigma,
discrimination and violence experienced
by women and sexual and gender
minorities. Stephanie also serves as a
research consultant for international nonprofit organizations and United Nations
(UN) agencies focused on violence prevention. Her work is largely
concentrated in the Asia-Pacific region. Stephanie is published
in top sociology and public health journals, including Gender &
Society, Lancet Global Health and Social Science & Medicine.

Jacques Bertrand is Professor and
Associate Chair (Graduate) of Political
Science, as well as Director of the
Collaborative Master’s Program in
Contemporary East and Southeast
Asian Studies (Asian Institute, Munk
School of Global Affairs) at the University
of Toronto (Canada). A graduate of
Princeton University (PhD), LSE (MSc),
and McGill (BA), he is the author/co-editor of Nationalism and
Ethnic Conflict in Indonesia (Cambridge, 2004); Multination
States in Asia: Accommodation or Resistance (Cambridge,
2010); Political Change in Southeast Asia (Cambridge,
2013); and Democratization and Ethnic Minorities: Conflict
or Compromise? (Routledge, 2014). He is finishing a book
manuscript on Democracy and Sub-State Nationalist Conflict
in Southeast Asia. He is also working on a book (w/ Ardeth
Thawnghmung and Alexandre Pelletier) on the peace process
and federalism in Myanmar, which was funded by the United
States Institute of Peace.

Michael Breen is a McKenzie
Postdoctoral Fellow in the School of
Social and Political Sciences, University
of Melbourne. He completed his PhD
at Nanyang Technological University,
Singapore. His research focuses
on federalism in Asia, constitutional
design and the management of ethnic
diversity. He is the author of The Road to
Federalism in Nepal, Myanmar and Sri Lanka: Finding the Middle
Ground (2018, Routledge) and contributed to the constitutionmaking process in Nepal. Prior to academia, he was a policy
maker, negotiator and project manager in Australian government
departments and international organisations including the UN
Development Programme (UNDP).
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SPEAKERS' BIOGRAPHIES

Peggy Brett is currently working for
the Center for Diversity and National
Harmony (CDNH), a national NGO in
Myanmar. As part of CDNH’s research
team she has focused on understanding
Myanmar’s 1982 Citizenship Law. She has
previously been a fellow with the Institute
on Statelessness and Inclusion and a
consultant for the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees’ (UNHCR) Statelessness Section, as well as working
for NGOs focusing on civil society engagement with the UN
Human Rights system. She has an LLM in International Human
Rights Law from the National University of Ireland, Galway and a
BA in Literae Humaniores from St. Hilda’s College, Oxford.

Mary Carrollis Courses Director,
Bachelor of Information Studies/Master of
Information Studies/Graduate Certificates
in Information Studies, Data Management
and Audio-Visual Archiving/Master of
Information Leadership, Senior Lecturer
Faculty of Arts and Education, Charles
Sturt University and an eminent library and
information science researcher.

Nick Cheesman is a Fellow in the
Department of Political and Social Change,
at ANU, who studies the relation of law to
politics, in principle and in practice. He has
conducted research in Myanmar for over a
decade. He is the author of Opposing the
Rule of Law: How Myanmar’s Courts Make
Law and Order (Cambridge, 2015) and
editor of a number of books arising from
the Myanmar Update series at ANU, most recently Interpreting
Communal Violence in Myanmar (Routledge, 2018). He co-hosts
the New Books in Southeast Asian Studies channel of the New
Books Network.

Francesca Chiu is a PhD candidate at
the University of East Anglia (UK) and the
University of Copenhagen (Denmark).
She received an MA in International
Development with distinction from the
University of Warwick (UK). Francesca
writes about development issues such as
poverty reduction, gender inequality, and
governance. She has contributed to East
Asia Forum, the Association for Women’s Rights in Development,
China Economic Review, and Hong Kong Free Press. Francesca
is interested in urban development and anthropology. Her PhD
research is about how the urban poor strategize their access to
housing in Mandalay, Myanmar. She recently moved to Mandalay
for her fieldwork.
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Gillian Cornish is a PhD Candidate in
the School of Environmental and Earth
Sciences at the University of Queensland.
She is an urban planner and her research
focuses on forced relocation in cities and
the livelihood strategies people develop to
cope with the change. Her case study is
in Yangon, Myanmar. She has a Bachelor
of Regional and Town Planning (1st Hons)
from the University of Queensland and a decade of experience
of working in social impact and social performance in urban and
mining sectors.

Melissa Crouch is Associate Professor
in the Law School of the University of
New South Wales, Sydney. She teaches
and researches on law and religion, law
and governance and constitutional law,
with a specialisation in Southeast Asia.
She has been a visiting scholar at the
State Islamic University (Jakarta), Gajah
Mada University (UGM), the American
Bar Foundation, and Northwestern Law School. She is Chief
Investigator on an ARC Discovery Grant (2018-2021) for a
project on ‘Constitutional Change in Authoritarian Regimes’. Her
publications include The Constitution of Myanmar (forthcoming
2019); Islam and the State in Myanmar (OUP 2016); and
The Business of Transition (CUP 2017). She is also Myanmar
Academic Lead of the UNSW Institute for Global Development.

Björn Dressel is an Associate Professor
at Crawford School of Public Policy, at
ANU. He held an Australian Research
Council Early Career Research Award
(2013–18). He received his PhD in
International Relations from the Johns
Hopkins University School of Advanced
International Studies, where he also
received his MA in the same field. In
addition, Dr Dressel holds a law degree from the University
of Trier School of Law in Germany, where he specialised in
International Law, European Union Law and Constitutional Law.

Renaud Egreteau (PhD, Sciences Po
Paris, 2006) is Associate Professor in
Comparative Politics, Department of
Asian and International Studies, City
University of Hong Kong. He currently
studies the dynamics of political change
in Myanmar, focusing on the resurgence
of parliamentary affairs and evolving
policy role of the armed forces in the
“post-junta” context. He has held fellowships from the Woodrow
Wilson Center for International Scholars, Washington DC
(2015-16), and Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEASYusof Ishak), Singapore, and has taught at Sciences Po
Paris (France) and the University of Hong Kong. He authored
Caretaking Democratization: The Military and Political Change
in Myanmar (Oxford University Press and Hurst, 2016) and coedited Metamorphosis: Studies in Social and Political Change in
Myanmar (Singapore: NUS Press, 2015).

Jane M Ferguson is a Senior Lecturer
in Anthropology and Southeast Asian
History in the School of Culture, History
and Languages, Australian National
University. Her research interests include
ethnic Shan in Burma and Thailand, film
history, unpopular culture and airlines.

Hitomi Fujimura is currently in the
Doctoral Program in Area Studies at
the Graduate School of Global Studies,
Sophia University, Japan. She is also a
research fellow of the Japan Society for
the Promotion of Science (JSPS). Her
research interests include Burmese history
in general and the historical interplay
of religion and modernity in particular.
Her PhD dissertation focuses on the
historical experiences and activities of Baptist Karen converts
in the nineteenth century. Following numerous short-term
fieldwork trips, she spent two years in Burma (2014-16) as a
research fellow at the History department of Yangon University,
conducting archival research and collecting primary sources in
the local community.

Susan Harris Rimmer is an Australian
Research Council Future Fellow and
Associate Professor at Griffith University
Law School, Brisbane. She is the author of
Gender and Transitional Justice (Routledge
2010) and over 40 refereed works on
women’s rights and international law.
Susan was Australia’s representative to the
UN Commission on the Status of Women
in 2014, and the W20 (gender equity
advice to the G20) in Turkey 2014, China 2016, and Germany
2017. She is a National Board member of the International
Women’s Development Agency. Sue was named in the Apolitical
list of Top 100 Global Experts in Gender Policy in May 2018.

Htet Min Lwin is the Country
Representative for Myanmar at Forum of
Federations, an international organization
working on federalism and devolved
governance. He holds an MA in political
science from Central European University
in Budapest, Hungary. His interests
include federalism, local government,
religion and politics, social movements,
and Burmese political philosophy.

Stéphen Huard is a PhD Researcher
in Anthropology at the University of
East Anglia (UK). He holds two BAs
in Anthropology and History. In his
current ethnographic work, he looks
at the dynamics of headship, villagegovernment relationships and the role
of local “bigmen” in village affairs. He
also researches how people make
sense of land in their lives, e.g. through
its transmission or during land conflict, and has studied land
issues and resource governance in Myanmar for the last six
years, conducting case studies for various organisations. He is
affiliated with the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales
(EHESS), Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS),
and the Institut de recherche pour le développement (IRD).
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Andrew M. Jefferson specializes in the
study of places of detention and criminal
justice reform in the global south. Utilising
an expansive, trans-disciplinary approach,
he adopts an ethnographic sensibility to
challenge commonsense assumptions
informing reform practices. He is cofounder of the Global Prisons Research
Network. He has published extensively
on prisons, human rights, violence and
reform, including (with Liv Gaborit) the book Human Rights in
Prisons - Comparing Institutional Encounters in Kosovo, Sierra
Leone and the Philippines (Palgrave 2015). His current research
focuses on legacies of detention in Myanmar.

Christine Jubb currently holds a Chair
in Accounting and Finance, Swinburne
University of Technology. She was
previously Research Fellow and Director
of the Australian National Centre
for Audit and Assurance Research,
Australian National University. She was
appointed by the Australian Financial
Reporting Council, to the Auditing and
Assurance Standards Board in 2005
and reappointed for a second three-year term until December
2010. She has been the recipient of Australian Research Council
Discovery Grants and Linkage Grants, among many national
and international research grants. Currently she is working on
research projects in the Philippines on disaster mitigation and
microfinance, intergenerational poverty and poverty alleviation
measurement tools.

Mohshin Habib is a Senior Lecturer
in International Business, Swinburne
University of Technology. His
academic career spans more than
fifteen years in Swinburne, Monash
and Deakin Universities. He has
consulted internationally in governance,
leadership & management, Technical
and Vocational Education (TVEC),
international development, poverty
alleviation, and human development. Prior to entering academia,
he was a development practitioner, working in international
development organisations in Asia and the Pacific. His recent
research projects include Poverty Alleviation Measurement
Tool (Cambodia & Timor Leste), Intergenerational Poverty
and Disaster Management in the Philippines, and Railway
Resettlement Cambodia.
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Salahuddin Ahmad was involved in
one of the world’s largest population
health and nutrition research projects
on Vitamin A intervention, lead by the
Johns Hopkins University in collaboration
with international and national
organisations including: the US Agency
for International Development (USAID);
International Center for Diarrhoeal
Disease Research, Bangladesh; Sight and Life; and World Food
Program (WFP). He has more than fifteen years of field-based
population, health, epidemiological, environmental, disaster
and spatial data collection experience, and twenty years of
spatial data management and analysis experience. He is also
an award-winning photographer and has organised more than
a dozen photography exhibitions in national and international
locations including Dhaka, Thailand, Italy, Belgium, Sydney
and Melbourne.

Sultana Razia is a Bangladesh-trained
medical practitioner and recently
completed a Master of Public Health
(Epidemiology and Bio-statistics) at the
University of Melbourne, Australia. She
has also worked at Deakin University
and the Australian National University as
research assistant under an Australian
Discovery Research Grant project.

Khin Htet Wai is a young professional
with over six years of experience in
legal research, policy analysis, program
management with legal practitioners,
paralegals, CSOs, NGOs, and
engagement with land governance
institutions and ministries in land and
environmental governance and justice for
farmers. She is currently involved in the
joint implementation with Namati (Global Legal Empowerment
Organisation) and local partner organisations of “Communitybased land rights and governance projects” in five states and
regions in Myanmar. She brings extensive experience as a
facilitator for social development programs focused on youth
education and capacity building in Rakhine State and has
conducted several training workshops to mobilise youth to
understand and address social issues in their communities.
She holds an associate degree in social science from The
Open University of Hong Kong and BA in English from Dagon
University. She is a LEAD Alliance Myanmar Fellow 2018 and
has been selected by the World Learning and International
Republican Institute (IRI) for the Young Leader Advancing
Democracy Program.

Khin Khin Mra was a National
Consultant, Department of Social Welfare,
Ministry of Social Welfare Relief and
Resettlement in Myanmar for over a year,
influencing policy implementation and
acting as a bridge between government,
donors and civil society. She has worked
with UN agencies and NGOs in program
development, policy analysis, research
and evaluation, and is a board member of Yaung Chi Thit,
supporting women’s rights. She contributed to development
and implementation of the government’s National Strategic
Plan on the Advancement of Women (NSPAW 2013-2022) and
Prevention and Protection of Violence Against Women (PoVAW)
Law in Myanmar. She holds an MA in Public Policy and Graduate
Diploma in Public Administration from the Australian National
University and was awarded the Chevening Fellowship at the
University of Wolverhampton, UK.
Deborah Livingstone is a senior social
development consultant in gender
equality and social inclusion, working
with civil society, empowerment and
accountability. She has over seventeen
years professional experience with the
Department for International Development
(DFID), UN and other INGOs, including
in-country experience in Myanmar,
Malawi, Rwanda, South Sudan, Kenya and Ethiopia. For the past
five years she has worked mostly in Myanmar, first as a Social
Development Adviser for DFID Myanmar, then as a consultant.
In the latter capacity she has worked with the Government of
Myanmar to support the implementation of the National Strategic
Plan for the Advancement of Women, undertaken a review
of a major health programme’s approach to gender equality
and social inclusion, and piloted DFID Myanmar’s new Social
Inclusion Diagnostic. She holds an MA in Public Policy from the
University of Edinburgh.
Kyaw Lin Naing is an MA (Human
Rights) candidate at Mahidol University,
Thailand. He has worked as a Consultant
and Researcher in many NGOs and
INGOs. Currently, he works as a
Researcher focussing on Prison Reform
at Justice For All Law Firm in Partnership
with the Dignity Institute, Denmark.

Nwe Ni Aung holds an LL.B degree
and is a practicing lawyer by profession.
She has been working as an assistant
researcher at Justice for All Law Firm for
more than five years. Currently, her focus
is on prison reform as part of a project
initiated by the Dignity Institute, Denmark.

Aung Lin Oo holds an LL.B from Dagon
University, and a Dip. International law
and Dip. Business law from Yangon
University. He has been working as a
research assistant in Justice for All Law
Firm on a project analysing the legacy of
detention in Myanmar, supported by the
Dignity Institute, Denmark.

U Than Htaik is a senior legal adviser,
lawyer and writer. He is the principal
researcher for prison reform at Justice
for All Law Firm, in collaboration with the
Dignity Institute, Denmark, on the Legacy
of Detention in Myanmar project.

Marie Lall is a Professor of Education
and South Asian Studies at the University
College London (UCL), Institute of
Education. She served as UCL’s ProVice-Provost for South Asia (including
Myanmar) till November 2018. Professor
Lall is a South Asia expert (India, Pakistan
and Burma/Myanmar) specialising in
political issues and education. She has
over 25 years of experience in the region. Her research interests
focus on the politics of South Asia including domestic politics,
political economy, foreign policy, geopolitics of energy, migration
and diaspora politics, citizenship, ethnic peace and conflict
issues. She also works on education policy in India, Pakistan
and Myanmar regarding gender, ethnicity and social exclusion,
the formation of national identity, and the linkage between
national identity, citizenship and education. She has written
widely on these topics and is the author/editor of 8 books and a
monograph including Understanding Reform in Myanmar (2016).
She has worked with the World Bank, UNICEF, the British
Council, AUSAID, South Asian philanthropic bodies as well as
various government ministries.

Lwin Cho Latt has been a lecturer in
the Department of International Relations
at the University of Yangon since 2005.
She holds a BA (Hons) in International
Relations from Dagon University and
double MA in International Relations from
the University of Yangon (UY) and the
International University of Japan (IUJ). She
is also a researcher and a PhD candidate
at UY. She is responsible for teaching International Relations
and Political Science courses in the undergraduate and postgraduate diploma programmes. Her research interests include
Myanmar’s foreign policy, relations with neighbouring countries,
and peacemaking process.
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Mai Betty is in her second year of an MA
in Public Policy (specialising in economic
policy) at the ANU. She has four years
of experience in logistical management,
coordination, monitoring and evaluation in
the field of labour markets and enterprises
and governance in Myanmar. Her
research interests include taxation policy,
economic policy and small and medium
enterprise development.

Roxanne Missingham is University
Librarian at ANU. Before joining the
University, she spent over six years at the
Parliamentary Library providing research
and information services to Members
of Parliament.

Myo Win obtained a degree in
Islamic Theological Science and went
on to receive a BA in Psychology,
studying capacity building, conflict
transformation, and peace mediation. In
2007, he founded Smile Education and
Development Foundation (SEDF) and
has supported its growth as Executive
Director and CEO. SEDF invests in the
younger generation to become leaders of change by undertaking
civic initiatives in their respective communities and working
with religious leaders and school teachers to promote religious
tolerance and civic consciousness.

Kei Nemoto is Professor at the Faculty
of Global Studies in Sophia University.
His specialization is Modern History of
Burma (Myanmar). He received BA and
MA from International Christian University
in Tokyo. Nemoto conducted research in
Burma as a Japanese state scholar from
October 1985 to October 1987. During
the period of October 1989 and March
2007, he served as Research Associate, Associate Professor
and Professor at the Research Institute for Languages and
Cultures of Asia and Africa (ILCAA) in Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies (TUFS). He was Visiting Fellow at the School of Oriental
and African Studies (SOAS) in University of London between
September 1993 and March 1995.
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Nyein Thiri Swe is a Senior Researcher
at Enlightened Myanmar Research
Foundation (EMReF), an independent
research organisation in Myanmar
with over six years of experience in
researching political and socio-economic
sectors. Since 2015, her research has
focused on local legislatures. She plays a
key role in EMReF’s biweekly “State and
Region Parliaments News Bulletin”, distributed in both Myanmar
and English languages since 2016.

Zaw Min Oo is a Senior Researcher
at Enlightened Myanmar Research
Foundation. Since 2012, Zaw Min Oo
has been conducting extensive qualitative
research, with particular expertise on
State and Regional Parliaments and
their performances. In addition, he has
published other articles as a co-author of
“Has 'Time to Change' been well reflected
in Myanmar’s sub-national parliaments?”, “Local Parliament
in Myanmar: Key Institutions but too often overlooked” and
“Education and the local Parliament’s legislative competence”
posted to Oxford Tea Circle.

Ikuko Okamoto is a Professor, Faculty
of Global and Regional Studies, Toyo
University, in Tokyo, Japan. Her research
focuses on agricultural and rural
development, rural finance and natural
resource management, particularly in
Myanmar. She was visiting researcher at
the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation
(1998-2000), and Resource Management
in Asia-Pacific Program, ANU College of Asia and the Pacific,
Australian National University (2009-2011). Her publications
include Economic Disparity in Rural Myanmar (2008) and
Local Societies and Rural Development: Self-Organization and
Participatory Development in Asia (2014).

Anuk Pitukthanin is a Researcher at
the Mekong Studies Center, Institute of
Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University.
He holds a BA in Anthropology from
Silpakorn University, and MA in History
from Chulalongkorn University. He is
working on urbanization and the urban
poor in Thailand, Myanmar, and other
Southeast Asian countries.

Caitlin Reiger currently serves as
Team Leader for MyJustice, a four-year
British Council program funded by the
European Union that supports access
to justice initiatives in Myanmar. She has
been based in Myanmar since 2013,
first as UN Development Programme
(UNDP) Chief Technical Advisor on Rule
of Law. As a lawyer, she has worked
on access to justice and rule of law development in conflictaffected or transitional societies for twenty years. In 2001 she
co-founded the Judicial System Monitoring Programme in
Timor Leste, now a leading independent NGO. She has worked
as a senior judicial advisor in hybrid tribunals in Sierra Leone
and Cambodia and spent seven years, from 2005-12, with the
International Center for Transitional Justice in New York. She is
co-editor of Prosecuting Heads of State (CUP 2009) and has
published widely and consulted for UN agencies, development
programmes and NGOs across the world.

Chiraag Roy is a PhD student at
the School of Social Sciences and
Humanities at Deakin University, currently
researching a thesis on middle power
niche diplomacy in Myanmar’s peace
process. His research focuses on middle
powers, Myanmar politics and Australian
foreign policy.

Ayako Saito (PhD) is a Part-time
Lecturer (Burmese), at Sophia University,
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, and
Takushoku University in Japan. She is a
researcher on area studies with special
interest in history and organisational
(social) activities of Muslims in Myanmar.

San Myint Yi is an Associate Professor
in the International Relations Department,
University of Yadanabon, Myanmar, with
which she has been associated since
1998. She received her PhD from the
International Relations Department,
Mandalay University in 2008 and
was awarded post graduate ASEAN
research fellowship funding by the Asia
Research Institute in Singapore in 2007. Her research focuses
on the Greater Mekong Subregion, with special attention to
the transport sector. Her work has appeared in Yadanabon
University Research Journal. She is currently working on the
research project “Situation Analysis of Waste Management in
Mandalay City, Myanmar,” funded by the Ministry of Education,
and has presented three research papers at international
conferences held in Yangon University and Mandalay University.

Jérémie Sanchez is a Graduate
Assistant and PhD Candidate at the
Institute of Geography and Sustainability,
University of Lausanne. His research
interests include the governance of
urban socio-environmental challenges,
particularly water and sanitation. Jérémie
previously conducted research in ‘small’
cities in Gujarat, India, and since 2016
has worked in Mandalay. In 2012, he obtained a BSc Degree in
Geography and Urban Planning from the Institute of Urbanism of
Lyon, and he graduated from the University of Lausanne in 2014
with a MSc Degree in Geography and Development Studies.

Saw Chit Thet Tun has been engaged in
the Myanmar peace process since 2013
as project coordinator, delegate to the
1st Union Peace Conference, freelance
consultant/researcher and advisor for
local and international organizations. In
this capacity, he has worked with the
NCA signatory ethnic armed groups,
members of Joint Monitoring Committee,
UNFC members and ethnic civil society organisations in Shan,
Kayah, Chin, Kachin, Mon and Karen States. As an independent
consultant/advisor, he has also worked with the Australian
Election Commission (AEC), International Foundation for
Electoral Systems (IFES), Norwegian Burma Committee (NBC),
Democracy Reporting International (DRI), and the International
Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA).

Tani Sebro is Assistant Professor of
Diaspora Studies, Human Rights, and
Transnational Migration in the Department
of Global and Intercultural Studies at
Miami University, Ohio. She received
a Ph.D. in Political Science from the
University of Hawai’i at Mānoa in 2016.
She was a Moscotti Fellow for Southeast
Asian Studies and her research received
funding from The École française d’Extrême-Orient (EFEO)
and language training from several foreign languages and area
studies fellowships, as well as a fellowship from the FulbrightHays Group Projects Abroad Program for the Advanced Study of
Thai. Her forthcoming book manuscript, Aesthetic Nationalism:
The Dance of War and Exile along the Thai-Myanmar Border,
is based on ethnographic field research with Tai migrants from
the Shan State in Myanmar. Tani Sebro’s work has appeared in
Critique of Anthropology, American Ethnologist, and Review of
Human Rights.
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Yuri Takahashi is convener of the
Burmese Program at ANU. Yuri obtained
her Masters in Burmese literature from
the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
and worked for the Japanese Ministry
of Foreign Affairs for seven years. Since
moving to Australia, she returned to
language education and research, and
obtained an M Phil and PhD (Modern
Burmese intellectual history) from the University of Sydney. She
has a long-term curiosity about the acceptance of modernity as
seen through Burmese literature, including lyrics of songs. Her
recent study is about Shwe U Daung’s ‘San Shar the Detective’,
an adaptation of the Sherlock Holmes stories.

Soe Yar Zar was born in Myanmar’s
Rakhine State. At university he studied
law and received a diploma in research.
He then moved into community social
work. He has held positions with several
NGOs, and volunteers to help his
community organise local associations.
Most recently, he oversaw the Peace and
Inclusion Program for the Yangon office
of the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), a Quaker
organisation with offices in sixteen countries.

John Henderson was born in the United
States, the middle child of seven. His
study and work chapters have included
librarianship, classroom teaching,
publishing, and several information
scientist positions with international
organizations in Southeast Asia. He
currently consults for several Yangonbased NGOs, including the American
Friends Service Committee (AFSC), a Quaker organisation with
offices in sixteen countries.

Wora Suk is Mekong Campaign
Coordinator at EarthRights International
and a Member of the Thailand
Extraterritorial Obligations Watch
Coalition. Her experience in the past ten
years chiefly includes monitoring Chinese
and Thai outbound investments in ASEAN
countries, and human rights due diligence
in coal and dam sectors. She plays a
leading role in CSO platforms of influencing National Action
Plan of Thailand on Business and Human Rights to include
extraterritorial obligations of Thai and multinational businesses.
She graduated in Geosciences, University of Sydney in 2013.
Before joining EarthRights, she worked for Oxfam America
Extractive Industry Program in Asia office as Policy Advisor,
and Oxfam Australia Water Governance Program as Regional
Policy Advisor.
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Wen-Ching Ting is a Postdoctoral
Fellow at the Asia Research Institute (ARI),
National University of Singapore. In July
2018, she joined the research project
`Transnational Relations, Ageing and Care
Ethics (TRACE),’ extending her research
to examine care migration from Myanmar
to Singapore and left-behind care chains.
Prior to ARI, Ting was a Postdoctoral/
Research Fellow on the research project
‘Capitalising Human Mobility for Poverty Alleviation and Inclusive
Development in Myanmar’ (CHIME), at the School of Global
Studies, University of Sussex (2016-18), exploring the nexus of
poverty, migration and development in Myanmar. She obtained
a doctoral degree in Migration Studies from the University of
Sussex in 2016. Her PhD research explored how the displaced
Shan in limbo dealt with their subordinate status and navigated
the multiple marginalities during their radical and protracted
displacement along the Thai-Burma (Myanmar) border.

Sean Turnell is currently Special
Economic Consultant to Myanmar’s State
Counsellor, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. He
has been a researcher of Myanmar’s
economy for over twenty-five years.
Formerly at the Reserve Bank of Australia
and Macquarie University, he has also
been an advisor to Australia’s Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade, to the US
State Department and other agencies, to the World Bank and
IMF, and many other international bodies. In 2009 Sean’s book,
Fiery Dragons: Banks, Moneylenders and Microfinance in Burma
was published. He has been a visiting fellow at Cambridge,
Cornell, and Johns Hopkins universities, and to the Institute
of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore. Sean is presently the
Director of Research at the Myanmar Development Institute (MDI)
in Naypyitaw.

Graham Walker convenes the Masters
of Science Communication Outreach
program at ANU. His research, teaching
and engagement focusses on science
communication and informal science
learning. His current research and
engagement investigates capacity
building and co-development in science
communication. To this end, Graham
founded the Science Circus Africa initiative which has trained
499 staff and reached 73,000 people in 10 African countries.
He is currently widening his focus to the Asia-Pacific, primarily
through overseeing the DFAT supported Science Circus Pacific
project. Graham is also curious about the emotional and
motivational aspects of science communication, particularly
in settings like science centres, science shows and hands-on
workshops, and using these methods to engage with social and
environmental issues

Peter Warr is the John Crawford
Professor of Agricultural Economics,
Emeritus, and founding Director of the
Poverty Research Centre in the ArndtCorden Department of Economics at the
ANU. His PhD is from Stanford University.
He joined the ANU in 1980 after three
years of teaching at Monash University.
He has published extensively on the Thai
economy and has been a Visiting Professor of Economics at the
Faculty of Economics at Chulalongkorn University and Faculty of
Economics at Thammasat University in Bangkok. He has been a
Special Advisor on Economic Policy to the Secretary General of
the Thai government’s Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives
and has also acted as a consultant to the World Bank, the Asian
Development Bank and various UN agencies. He is a Fellow of
the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia and a Distinguished
Fellow and Past-president of the Australian Agricultural and
Resource Economics Society. He was for many years Executive
Director of the ANU’s National Thai Studies Centre. His current
research deals with food security and poverty reduction in
Southeast Asia.

Rick Gregory is a specialist in coastal
and freshwater fisheries & aquaculture,
with more than thirty years of experience
working in South and Southeast Asia, and
Africa. From 2008, he has been worked
on fisheries and aquaculture development
work in Myanmar where he provides
technical support to organisations involved
in natural resource related sectors.

Aung Kyaw Thein holds an MA
in International Development and
Economics from the University of East
Anglia, UK. He is a specialist in the
political, social and economic context of
Myanmar. He has initiated and facilitated
several socio-political and issues-based
networks, coalitions and think tanks such
as Fishery Partnerships, South East Asia
Legal Aid Network (SEALAW), Myanmar Legal Aid Network
(MLAW), National Livelihoods Consortium (Thadar), and Ethnic
Forums in Myanmar.

Yin Nyein, Program Manager of Network
Activities Group and steering committee
member of Learning and Action Group for
Local Governance, works extensively in
the field of natural resource governance
and facilitating the small-scale fishery
movement in Myanmar. He holds an
Executive Master in Development Policies
and Practices from the Graduate Institute,
Geneva, and is currently studying for a Master of Public Policy at
the ANU.

List of panel chairs:
Dr Susan Banki, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Arts and Social
Sciences, the University of Sydney
Dr Peter Batchelor, United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) Country Director for Myanmar
Dr Lennon Chang, Senior Lecturer in Criminology, School of
Social Sciences, Monash University
Dr Nick Cheesman, Fellow, Department of Political and Social
Change, Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs, College of Asia
and the Pacific, ANU
Dr Paul Kenny, Head of Department of Political and Social
Change, Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs, College of Asia
and the Pacific, ANU

HE Karen MacArthur, Ambassador of Canada to Myanmar
Dr Gerard McCarthy, Associate Director, Myanmar Research
Centre, College of Asia and the Pacific, ANU
Dr Morten Pedersen, Senior Lecturer in International and
Political Studies, University of New South Wales Canberra
(Australian Defence Force Academy)
Dr Joseph Rickson, Western Sydney University
Dr Jayde Roberts, Senior Lecturer in Architecture, Built
Environment, University of New South Wales
Dr Yuri Takahashi, Lecturer, School of Culture, History and
Language, College of Asia and the Pacific, ANU
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Myanmar Transformed?
People, Places and Politics

Myanmar’s transition: Openings,
obstacles and opportunities

Edited by Justine Chambers, Gerard
McCarthy, Nicholas Farrelly, and Chit Win.
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies,
Singapore, 333pp. 2018 (Based on the
2017 update)

Edited by Nick Cheesman, Monique
Skidmore and Trevor Wilson.
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies,
Singapore, 374pp. 2012 (Based on the
2011 Update)

Interpreting Communal Violence
in Myanmar

Ruling Myanmar from Cyclone Nargis
to national elections

Edited by Nick Cheesman. Routledge,
154 pp. 2018. (Based on a research
symposium held in Yangon in 2014)

Edited by Nick Cheesman, Monique
Skidmore and Trevor Wilson.
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies,
Singapore, 353pp. 2010 (Based on the
2009 Update)

Conflict in Myanmar

Dictatorship, disorder and decline
in Myanmar

Edited by Nick Cheesman and Nicholas
Farrelly. Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies, Singapore, 374pp. 2016.
(Based on the 2015 Update)

Myanmar’s democratization:
Comparative and Southeast
Asian perspectives
South East Asia Research,
vol. 22, no. 2, 2014, guest edited by
Nicholas Farrelly, Nick Cheesman,
Edward Aspinall and Trevor Wilson.
(Based on the 2013 Update)

Debating democratization
in Myanmar
Edited by Nick Cheesman, Nicholas
Farrelly, and Trevor Wilson. Institute of
Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore,
374pp. 2012 (Based on the 2013 Update)
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Edited by Monique Skidmore and Trevor
Wilson. Available from ANU E-Press at:
press.anu.edu.au, 229pp. 2008 (Based
on the 2007 Update)

Myanmar: State, community and
the environment
Edited by Monique Skidmore and Trevor
Wilson. Available from ANU E-Press at:
press.anu.edu.au, 301pp. 2007 (Based
on the 2006 Update)
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